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Resilience of American Agriculture—
Innovation, Diversity and Growing Markets
The drought of 2012 is the most serious to impact U.S. agriculture since 1988. 
The illustrations below help to show the resiliency of the U.S. agriculture sector 
and how it is better positioned today to endure this natural disaster. 
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*Note: The Federal Crop Insurance Program currently insures 265 million acres, 
1.14 million policies, and $114 billion worth of liability on about 500,000 farms. 

*Note: U.S. spends less for food than any other country–2010 data.
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Marketing of local foods, via 

both direct-to-consumer & 
intermediated channels, 

grossed $4.8 billion 
in 2008

Ethanol production 
saved Americans 

$1.09 per gallon of 
gas in 2011

+3,000 American 
companies producing 

+25,000 bio-based 
products made from 
renewable sources 

grown in the U.S. Their 
innovation is 

supporting +100,000 
U.S. jobs. nominal*

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




